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meal together—hopefully, a wonderful 
meal together with their parents and 
their moms and dads, their brothers 
and sisters, their children, aunts and 
uncles, nieces and nephews—my hope is 
that when we give thanks, we will also 
remember to be thankful for the folks 
I talked about here today and the hun-
dreds of thousands of people like them 
who are a part of the team at the De-
partment of Homeland Security. 

One of the reasons we have the free-
dom we do as a nation is because of 
their vigilance and commitment to 
duty. So I extend that on behalf of all 
of the Members of the Senate to the 
folks who serve us in the Department 
of Homeland Security and throughout 
this government and to the folks who 
work in this building and who enable 
us by providing for Members and staff 
here in the Capitol and to the pages 
who are going to go home for a week or 
so and come back for maybe a week or 
so. We wish all of them a happy 
Thanksgiving, and we look forward to 
seeing all of you, including my friend 
the Presiding Officer in about 10 days. 

With that, the majority leader is 
here. I am happy to yield the floor to 
him and wish him a happy Thanks-
giving a few days in advance. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM ‘‘BILL’’ 
BISSETT 

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
wish to pay tribute to a man who has 
been a great advocate for the people of 
Kentucky and a man I am proud to call 
a friend. Mr. William ‘‘Bill’’ Bissett, 
who served for more than 6 years as the 
president of the Kentucky Coal Asso-
ciation, KCA, helped lead the effort in 
Kentucky to spread awareness regard-
ing the devastation the coal industry 
has seen over the past several years— 
devastation wrought in many cases by 
wrongheaded government regulations 
and daunting challenges within the en-
ergy market. 

Unfortunately for Kentucky, Bill re-
cently left his position with the KCA, 
and starting November 1, he moved on 
to take his talents to the Huntington 
Regional Chamber of Commerce as its 
new president and CEO. Bill’s depar-
ture is a great loss for the Common-
wealth, and although he will certainly 
be missed, I wish him all the best in his 
new position. 

As the people of Kentucky well know, 
the coal industry has not only sup-
ported and sustained life in the Blue-
grass State for generations, it has also 
powered this Nation’s rise through the 
industrial revolution and through 
times of war to become the greatest 
country in the world. 

Coal is forever intertwined with the 
history of Kentucky and the Nation, 
but recently, coal has been under at-
tack. For the last 8 years, the current 
administration has waged a war on 
coal and a war on coal jobs. They 
would have us believe it is immoral to 
use coal, and they have pursued regula-

tions that aim to close coal mines and 
shut down coal-fired power plants that 
exist in Kentucky and prevent new 
ones from being built. 

Even in the face of this hostile envi-
ronment, in 2010, Bill Bissett took on a 
difficult job that many would have 
shrank from and became the president 
of the KCA. Since then, he has been on 
the front lines fighting against govern-
ment overregulation and overreach. 
And I have been proud to stand along-
side Bill to defend Kentucky’s coal 
workers and their families against an 
administration dead set on waging a 
war on coal, a war which has contrib-
uted to the closure of mines and an in-
crease in unemployment. 

Bill and I worked together in taking 
Kentucky’s case for coal and for coal 
jobs to the EPA. When the EPA first 
held hearings on the set of regulations 
that would become the so-called Clean 
Power Plan—regulations that threaten 
to close down power plants in Ken-
tucky and reduce jobs—Bill and I 
worked together in calling for them to 
hold listening sessions in Kentucky so 
EPA could hear from the people who 
would be most affected by its new 
rules. 

When the EPA refused to come to 
Kentucky and only held hearings in 
States with little reliance on coal like 
California and Massachusetts, Bill and 
the KCA joined me in making sure our 
voices were heard. We convened our 
own hearings in Pikeville, where coal 
miners and Kentuckians with jobs reli-
ant on the coal industry spoke about 
how EPA’s proposed regulations would 
impact them. We also took our case di-
rectly to the EPA in Washington, DC, 
when it conducted one of its listening 
sessions on the so-called Clean Power 
Plan, which threatens to cut more coal 
jobs in Kentucky and increase elec-
tricity prices in the State by double 
digits. 

These are just a few highlights of 
Bill’s tenure with KCA. Before coming 
to KCA, Bill worked as chief of staff/ 
senior vice president for communica-
tions at Marshall University, his alma 
mater. Prior to that he served as vice 
president of public relations for 
Charles Ryan Associate, CRA, an inte-
grated marketing firm. During his time 
at CRA, he was instrumental in the es-
tablishment of the Friends of Coal 
campaign. Bill and his wife, Lara, are 
devoted parents to two daughters, 
Molly and Maggie. 

From the beginning of his tenure at 
KCA to the very end, Bill Bissett 
worked with great energy and enthu-
siasm on behalf of Kentuckians who 
work in the coal industry. He was a 
great advocate for coal miners. Ken-
tucky’s loss is truly Huntington’s gain, 
and I wish Bill well in his future en-
deavors with the regional chamber of 
commerce and beyond. On behalf of the 
thousands of Kentuckians touched by 
Bill’s work, I want to thank him for his 
service to the Bluegrass State and his 
advocacy to preserve our history and 
heritage. He is always welcome back in 
Kentucky, where he has many friends. 

TRIBUTE TO LINDA YU 
Mr. DURBIN. Earlier this year, Linda 

Yu, one of Chicago’s most respected 
and well-liked broadcasters, announced 
that she will anchor her final newscast 
next Wednesday, November 23, 2016. 

For more than 37 years, Linda Yu has 
reported the news in Chicago and set a 
high bar for those who follow. Linda is 
one of the special ones. She has an out-
standing ability to connect with her 
viewers, which has ingratiated her to 
Chicagoans. A viewer once told her 
that ‘‘when things go wrong, you make 
me feel safe.’’ That’s what Linda Yu 
means to Chicago. She is a comfort to 
a city during difficult times and a 
trusted voice. Linda is the consummate 
professional, class act, and trailblazer. 
As the first Asian American to anchor 
a news broadcast in Chicago, Linda has 
become a role model for children aspir-
ing to the newsroom, regardless of race 
or gender. That is quite a legacy. 

Linda’s story is a uniquely American 
story. Born in Xian, China, Linda 
moved to Hong Kong with her family 
when she was only 2 years old. Three 
years later, they immigrated to the 
United States, living in Pennsylvania 
and Indiana, before settling in Cali-
fornia. In 1968, Linda Yu graduated 
from the University of Southern Cali-
fornia with a bachelor of arts in jour-
nalism. Shortly after, she began her ca-
reer at the ABC-owned affiliates 
KTLA-TV and KABC-TV in Los Ange-
les, before moving to what became her 
home away from home, Chicago, IL. In 
1979, Linda joined Chicago’s WMAQ-TV. 
Five years later, she joined ABC 7’s 4 
p.m. newscast. And for the next 32 
years, it was the No. 1 newscast. How is 
that for a winning streak? 

Among her accolades, Linda Yu 
earned five Chicago Emmy Awards. Her 
first came in 1981, for a special news-
cast on the assassination attempt on 
President Reagan. One year later, 
Linda received her second Emmy for 
her report and coverage of a construc-
tion accident in Chicago’s downtown 
loop. In 2005, Linda was honored by the 
Chicago chapter of the National Acad-
emy of Television Arts and Sciences 
with the prestigious Silver Circle, hon-
oring her for 25 years of outstanding 
contributions to Chicago broadcasting. 
Linda also received the National Gold 
Medal from the National Conference of 
Community and Justice for her docu-
mentary ‘‘The Scars of Belfast.’’ 

Linda Yu has had an amazing career 
and is an extraordinarily accomplished 
professional. In her spare time, she vol-
unteers at the Chinese American Serv-
ice League, the March of Dimes, Asian 
Human Services and Juvenile Protec-
tive Association. She also cofounded 
the Chicago Chapter of the Asian 
American Journalists Association. But 
her proudest accomplishment is her 
family. The mother of a daughter, 
Francesca, and a son, Bryan, Linda 
now plans on spending more time with 
them and writing her next book. Her 
first book, a memoir, ‘‘Living and 
Working in America, 15 lessons,’’ pub-
lished in Chinese, is a guide to help 
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young Chinese woman in the global 
workplace. Her next book will focus on 
stories of prominent Asian woman en-
trepreneurs and political and cultural 
leaders in America. 

When Linda broke the news to her 
colleagues that she was ‘‘moving on’’ 
from ABC 7, she made sure not to use 
the word ‘‘retire’’ because she couldn’t 
imagine retirement. So let me be clear, 
this is not the final chapter for Linda 
Yu. She will continue to write and be a 
role model for her community and 
countless young women around the 
world. 

I want to congratulate Linda Yu on 
her distinguished career and thank her 
for giving so much to the people of Chi-
cago. She will truly be missed. I wish 
Linda and her family all the best. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, section 
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act 
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms 
sales as defined by that statute. Upon 
such notification, the Congress has 30 
calendar days during which the sale 
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to 
the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Arlington, VA. 
Hon. BOB CORKER, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
16–58, concerning the Department of the Air 
Force’s and Navy’s proposed Letter(s) of 
Offer and Acceptance to the Government of 
Qatar for defense articles and services esti-
mated to cost $21.1 billion. After this letter 
is delivered to your office, we plan to issue a 
news release to notify the public of this pro-
posed sale. 

Sincerely, 
J.W. RIXEY, 

Vice Admiral, USN, Director. 
Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 16–58 

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of 
Qatar. 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment* $11.5 billion. 
Other $ 9.6 billion. 
Total $21.1 billion. 

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 
Seventy-two (72) F–15QA Aircraft. 
One hundred and forty-four (144) F–110–GE– 

129 Aircraft Engines. 
Eighty (80)Advanced Display Core Proc-

essor II (ADCP II). 
Eighty (80) Digital Electronic Warfare 

Suites (DEWS). 
Eighty (80) M61A ‘‘Vulcan’’ Gun Systems. 
Eighty (80) Link–16 Systems. 
One hundred and sixty (160) Joint Helmet 

Mounted Cueing Systems (JHMCS). 
Three hundred and twelve (312) LAU–128 

Missile Launchers. 
Eighty (80) AN/APG–82(V)1 Active Elec-

tronically Scanned Array (AESA) Radars. 
One hundred and sixty (160) Embedded 

GPS/Inertial Navigation Systems (INS) 
(EGI). 

Eighty (80) AN/AAQ–13 LANTIRN Naviga-
tion Pods w/Containers. 

Eighty (80) AN/AAQ–33 SNIPER Advanced 
Targeting Pods w/containers (MDE Deter-
mination Pending). 

Eighty (80) AN/AAS–42 Infrared Search and 
Track Systems (IRST) (MDE Determination 
Pending). 

Two hundred (200) AIM–9X Sidewinder Mis-
siles. 

Seventy (70) AIM–9X Captive Air Training 
Missiles (CATM). 

Eight (8) AIM–9X Special Training Mis-
siles. 

Twenty (20) CATM AIM–9X Missile Guid-
ance Units. 

Twenty (20) AIM–9X Tactical Guidance 
Kits. 

Two hundred and fifty (250) AIM–120C7 Ad-
vanced Medium Range Air-to-Air Missiles 
(AMRAAM). 

Five (5) AIM–120C7 Spare Guidance Kits. 
One hundred (100) AGM–88 High Speed 

Anti-Radiation Missiles (HARM). 
Forty (40) AGM–88 HARM CATMs. 
Two hundred (200) AGM–154 Joint Standoff 

Weapons (JSOW). 
Eighty (80) AGM–84L–1 Standoff Strike 

Anti-Ship Missiles (Harpoon). 
Ten (10) Harpoon Exercise Missiles. 
Two hundred (200) AGM–65H/K (Maverick) 

Missiles. 
Five hundred (500) GBU–38 Joint Direct At-

tack Munitions (JDAM) Guidance Kits. 
Five hundred (500) GBU–31 (VI) JDAM 

Guidance Kits. 
Two hundred and fifty (250) GBU–54 Laser 

JDAM Guidance Kits. 
Two hundred and fifty (250) GBU–56 Laser 

JDAM Guidance Kits. 
Five hundred (500) BLU–111B Bombs. 
Five hundred (500) BLU–117B Bombs. 
Six (6) MK–82 Inert Bombs. 
One thousand (1,000) FMU–152 Joint Pro-

grammable Fuses. 
Non-MDE include: 
ACMI (P5) Training Pods, Reece Pods (DB– 

110), Conformal Fuel Tanks (CFTs), Identi-
fication Friend/Foe (1FF) system, AN/AVS–9 
Night Vision Goggles (NVG), ARC–210 UHF/ 
UVF radios, LAU–118(v)1/A, LAU–117–AV2A, 
associated ground support, training mate-
rials, mission critical resources and mainte-
nance support equipment, the procurement 
for various weapon support and test equip-
ment spares, technical publications, per-
sonnel training, simulators, and other train-
ing equipment, U.S. Government and con-
tractor engineering, technical and logistics 
support services; and other related elements 
of logistical and program support. 

(iv) Military Department: Air Force (X7–D– 
SAC and X7–D–YAB) and Navy (QA–P–AAB). 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: None. 
(vi) Sales Commission, Fee. etc.. Paid, Of-

fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None. 

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 
in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
Nov 17, 2016. 

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 
Government of Qatar—F–150A Aircraft with 

Weapons and Related Support 
The Government of Qatar requested to pur-

chase seventy-two (72) F–15QA multi-role 
fighter aircraft and associated weapons 
package; the provision for continental 
United States based Lead-in-Fighter-Train-
ing for the F–15QA; associated ground sup-
port;, training materials; mission critical re-
sources and maintenance support equipment; 
the procurement for various weapon support 
and test equipment spares; technical publi-
cations; personnel training; simulators and 
other training equipment; U.S. Government 
and contractor engineering; technical and lo-
gistics support services; and other related 
elements of logistical and program support. 
The estimated total program value is $21.1 
billion. 

This proposed sale enhances the foreign 
policy and national security of the United 
State by helping to improve the security of 
a friendly country and strengthening our 
strategically important relationship. Qatar 
is an important force for political stability 
and economic progress in the Persian Gulf 
region. Our mutual defense interests anchor 
our relationship and the Qatar Emiri Air 
Force (QEAF) plays a predominant role in 
Qatar’s defense. 

The proposed sale improves Qatar’s capa-
bility to meet current and future enemy air- 
to-air and air-to-ground threats. Qatar will 
use the capability as a deterrent to regional 
threats and to strengthen its homeland de-
fense. Qatar will have no difficulty absorbing 
these aircraft into its armed forces. 

The proposed sale of this aircraft, equip-
ment, training, and support services will not 
alter the basic military balance in the re-
gion. 

The prime contractor will be Boeing Cor-
poration of Chicago, IL. The Purchaser typi-
cally requests offsets. Any offset agreement 
will be defined in negotiations between the 
purchaser and the contractor. Additional 
contractors include: 

Astronautics Corporation of America, Ar-
lington VA. 

BAE Systems, Arlington, VA. 
Elbit Systems of America, Fort Worth, TX. 
General Electric Aviation of Cincinnati, 

OH. 
Honeywell Aerospace, Phoenix, AZ. 
Lockheed Martin Aeronautics Company, 

Fort Worth, TX. 
L3 Communications, Arlington, TX. 
NA VCOM, Torrance, CA Raytheon, Wal-

tham, MA. 
Rockwell Collins, Cedar Rapids, IA. 
Teledyne Electronic Safety Products, 

Thousand Oaks, CA. 
UTC Aerospace Systems, Charlotte, NC. 
Implementation of this sale requires the 

assignment of approximately 24 additional 
U.S. Government and approximately 150 con-
tractor representatives to Qatar. 

There is no adverse impact on U.S. defense 
readiness as a result of this proposed sale. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 16–58 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act 

Annex Item No. vii 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology: 
1. This sale involves the release of sen-

sitive technology to Qatar. The F–15QA 
weapons system is classified up to SECRET. 
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